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Dear people of Japan: HARD7p & F~

We at BC ALPHA would like to extend wishes for a prosperous and peaceful 2013 for you and your
families. After a busy and productive 2012, we look forward to continuing our efforts to preserve and
promote awareness of the history of Japan’s war against China and other Asian nations from 1931 to
1945, and to fostering greater understanding between the communities involved in and affected by this
period in Asia’s past.
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In the spirit of new beginnings, we are entering the New Year with the hopes that you and our
organization may work together to achieve the goals of truth, reconciliation, and peace in the Asia-Pacific
region. As you may be aware, continued denial by Japan’s right-wing government of atrocities committed
during the war by the Japanese Imperial Armed Forces is a cause of conflict and insecurity in the Asia-
Pacific. The unresolved tensions have manifested in numerous ways this past year. Whether it is
territorial disputes in the East China Sea, doubts over the validity of the claims of victims of Japanese
military sexual slavery system, or denials of the Nanjing Massacre, what is clear is that the unhealed
wounds from the war-time atrocities by the Japanese military, what we recognize as the “Asian
Holocaust,” are directly affecting relations between countries in the region today. We simply cannot move
into a peaceful and prosperous future without acknowledging and reconciling the past.
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For this reason, we would like to ask people in Japan to participate in the larger reconciliation by formally
acknowledging the country’s past wrongdoing and by standing in solidarity with the victims from this grim
period in our history. Such actions would demonstrate Japan’s courage, strength, and integrity. There is
no doubt that thepeople of Japan can serve as an example for the world of how facing the past can result
in a more peaceful and secure future for all involved.
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Your partnership in the efforts to address the damages caused by the atrocities committed by the
Japanese Imperial Armed Forces would be of invaluable significance. Let us support each other in
achieving peace for the sake of our future generations, and for the benefit of all humankind.
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